URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  NEWPORT  PAGNELL . 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR 
1949 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1949.  It  follows  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years. 


Section  A.  deals  with  statistics.  The  vital  statistics  furnished 
by  the  Registrar  General  show  that  the  Birth  Rate  was  14.31.  This 
is  considerably  below  the  average  for  the  whole  country  which  is 

16.7.  The  Death  Rate  was  15.22.  That  for  the  whole  country  is 

11.7. 

Section  C.  deals  with  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  new  Sewage  Scheme  is  to  be  put 
in  hand  during  the  coming  year.  The  scheme  prepared  by  the  Consulting 
Engineers  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Section  D  is  concerned  with  Housing.  10  new  houses  have  been  built 
by  your  Council  during  the  year  on  the  Broad  Street  Estate,  and  28 
further  houses  are  in  course  of  erection.  However,  the  demand  for 
houses  is  still  considerable  if  each  family  is  to  have  a  separate 
home,  and  if  houses  of  a  low  standard  are  to  be  replaced  by  modern 
and  upto  date  houses. 


Section  E.  deals  with  Food  production  and  distribution. 

Section  F.  deals  with  Infectious  Diseases.  We  have  been  very 
fortunate  in  the  number  of  infectious  cases.  Only  3  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  notified  and  these  were  of  a  mild  character.  Only  one 
was  admitted  to  Hospital.  7  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  as  against 
32  last  year.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  occurred  and  there  have 
been  no  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

SECTION  A. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  3432 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1441 

Rateable  Value  £23,096 

Sum:  represented  by  a  Id.  rate  £96 

Estimated  population  4400 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births , 


Total  Births 

Males  legitimate 

illegitimate 
Females  legitimate 

illegitimate 
Birth  rate  per  1000 

Still  births 

Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male 

1 


■63 

33 

29 

1  ' 

14.31 

Female 

2 

2 


1 


2 


Deaths . 


Total  deaths 

'67 

Males 

37 

Females 

30 

Death  rate  per  1000 

15.22 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under 

2  ye  cars 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

SECTION  B. 

Pathological  Investigation.  These  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  the  General  Hospital  at  Northampton. 

They  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of  throat  swabs.  Other  investigations 
carried  out  have  been  excretal  material  in  suspected  cases  of  Dysentary 
or  the  Typhoid  group  of  cases,  and  specimens  of  blood. 

The  water  analyses  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories. 


SECTION  C. 


Water. 

Ash  Hill  Supply.  Quantity.  On  an  average  60,/+00  gallons  per  day  were 
pumped.  During  the  dry  weather  in  the  summer  the  quantity  diminished 
considerably,  the  depth  of  water  in  the  well  being  reduced  to  8  inches 
which  is  considerably  lower  than  occurs  at  normal  times 5  the  normal 
is  several  feet. 

Some  of  the  equipment  is  becoming  worn  out.  It  was  put  in  between 
1887  and  1890.  If  this  source  is  still  to  be  used  the  equipment  will 
require  to  be  overhauled  and  renewed  where  necessary. 

Quality.  This  water  is  very  hard  and  if  continued  to 
be  used  should  be  softened. 

One  analysis  of  this  water  was  made  during  the  year.  The  analysis 
was  both  Chemical  and  Bacteriological. 

The  Analyst  reported  that  ’  This  sample  is  neutral  in  reaction  and 
free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is 
extremely  hard  in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it  contains 
no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of 
satisfactory  organic  purity.  Apart  from  the  objection  that  the  water 
is  very  hard,  it  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  and  suitable  for  a 
public  supply.’ 

Bacteriological  Results: 

Presumptive  Collfora  reaction  •  Absent  from  100  m.l. 

Bact.  Coli  »  »  100  m.l. 

Cl.  Welch!  reaction  11  "  100  m.l. 

The  Analyst  reported  that  ’ this  water  is  of  the  highest  standard 
of  bacterial  purity.’ 

Caldecote  Supply.  Quantity.  The  source  was  able  to  produce  sufficient 
water  to  prevent  restriction  in  supply  in  any  part  of  the  town.  While 
sufficient  water  was  provided  there  was  some  anxiety  at  times  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  supply,  but  rain  occurring  in  October  saved  the 
situation. 

This  supply  has  storage  capacity  for  only  10,000  gallons.  This  is 
far  too  small.  It  is  only  1-g-  hours  supply  at  peak  period. 

Your  council  should  take  the  first  opportunity  of  reviewing  the 
whole  of  the  water  supply  system  with  particular  reference  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health’ s  Report  on  Water  Scftening. 


o 
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Quality.  14  Bacteriological  and  1  Chemical  Analysis 
was  made  during  the  year.  Chemical  Analysis  5.5.49  showed  water 
neutral  in  reaction,  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of 
iron.  Moderately  hard  in  character.  Contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
or  saline  constituents  in  solution. 

I  gave  the  results  of  the  Bacteriological  Analyses  in  Tabular  form 
together  with  the  Reports  of  the  Analyst. 


Date 

Presumptive  Coli 

Reaction. 

Bact. 

Coli  Cl.Welchi 

Reaction 

Present  in 

Absent  from 

Present  in 

Absent  from  Presnt  in 

Absent  frm 

6.1.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

7.2.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l.  ! 

100  m.l. 

4.3.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

4*4*  49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  M.L. 

5.5.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

9.6.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

5.7.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

2.S.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l.  i 

100  m.l. 

8.9.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

23.9.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l.  i  100  m.l. 

10  m.l. 

3.10.49 

100  m.l.  i 

100  m.l.  100  m.l. 

10  m.l. 

10.10.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l,  100  m.l. 

10  m.l. 

2.11.49 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l.  : 

100  m.l. 

6.12.49 

i 

100  m.l. 

100  m.l. 

! i 

100  m.l 

The  Analysts  Reports  wore  as  follow; 


6.1.49 

High  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

Suitable  for  public  supply. 

7.2.49 

do 

do 

4.3.49 

do 

do 

4.4.49 

do 

do 

5.5.49 

do 

do 

9.6.49 

do 

do 

5.7.49 

do 

do 

2.3.49 

do 

do 

8.9.49 

Very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity, 

.Wholesome .  Suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes 

23.9.49 

do 

do 

3.10.49 

do 

do 

10.10.49 

do 

do 

2.11.49 

Highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity.  Wholesome.  Suitable  for 

drinking  &  domestic  purposes 

6.12.49 

do 

do. 

1359  properties  receive  this  supply  from  the  mains  of  which  52  are  from 
stand  pipes.  15  properties  have  their  own  wells  and  are  not  supplied 
from  the  public  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  has  been  no  flooding  of  streets  or  properties  during  the  year. 

The  river,  however,  overflowed  its  banks  after  heavy  rain  towards  the  end 
of  the  year.  This  caused  some  flooding  of  fields. 

New  Sewage  Works .  The  Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  a  scheme  for  new 
sewage  works  and  pumping  station.  The  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  pumping  equipment  placed  on  order.  The  provisional 
starting  date  is  June  1st  1950. 

Scavenging. 

Weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  continued  during  the  year, 
with  groat  benefit  to  householders.  The  Salvage  department  is  still  in 
being. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29908218 


Housing. 
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SECTION  D. 


10  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year  on  the  Broad  Street 
Estate.  A  further  28  are  in  course  of  construction  on  the  Estate. 

4  more  houses  are  required  to  complete  this  estate;,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  erect  these  on  a  site  previously  allocated  for  shops. 

As  there  are  still  a  considerable  number  of  houses  in  the  district 
which  are  either  unfit  for  habitation  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  or  fall  far  short  of  a  reasonable  standard;  the  demand 
for  houses  is  still  considerable.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
the  Council  is  recommended  to  expedite  the  development  of  the  other 
proposed  site. 


SECTION  E. 


Milk . 


In  consequence  of  the  changes  in  legislation  and  control  of  milk 
production  the  duties  of  the  inspection  of  Cowsheds  and  milk  producing 
farms  has  been  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
In  future  your  Inspector  will  only  have  to  deal  with  Retail  Dairies. 
These  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Ice  Cream. 

Promises  concerned  in  the  trade  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
a  close  watch  kept  on  methods  of  manufacture.  No  unsatisfactory 
production  was  found. 

Meat. 


Only  emergency  slaughtering  is  done  in  the  district. 


Number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 
excluding 
cows . 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
&  lambs. 

_ 

Pigs 

| 

Number  killed  if  known. 

i 

2 

1  ** 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

| 

i 

t 

1 

/£age  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
then  T.B. 

- 

! 

T.B.  only.  Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned. 

i 

1  OT 

i 

M 

" 

1 

1 

t 

/cage  affected  with  T.B. 

-  |  - 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Infectious  Diseases . 


5. 

SECTION  F. 


✓ 


Table  1.  Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during 
the  year  1949. 


Disease 

|  Total  cases 
notified 

j . , .  1  . 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 
deaths . 

Scarlet  Fever 

;  ,  1 

3 

1 

mm 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

Measles 

7 

1  ; 

— 

j 

Table  2, 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Age  period 

N'  cation 

Admitted 

N'  cation 

‘ Admitted  1 

N*  cation 

Admitted 

. 

Hospital 

. Hospital  i 

1 

Hospital 

M  ; 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F  j 

M 

F 

M  I 

F 

Under  1  year 

1-2  years 

1 

1 

: 

1 

1 

2-3  years 

1 

1 

1 

3-4  years 

1 

1 

1 

4- 5  years 

5- 10  years 

10-1 5  years 

15-20  years 

25-35  years 

35-45  years 

45-65  years 
over  65  yrs 

1 

!  1 

i 

1 

.  1 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

1 

2 

1 

1 

j 

l 

:  1 

j  •: 

i 

f 

;  I 

4 

1  1 

J 

3 

Table  3 .  Tuberculous 


Age  Period 


New  cases  notified  during  1949  Deaths  during  1949 

Pulmonary  ;  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years 

5-10  years 

10-15  yrs 

15-20  yrs 

20-35  yrs 

1 

1 

1 

• 

35-45  yrs 

45-55  yrs 

2 

55-65  yrs 

Over  65  yrs 

1 

— 

—  - . -  — 

U— — - - - 

1 

j 

| 

i 

This  case  had  been  notified. 


This  concludes  my  Report.  I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr  J  F  Hopkin  your 

Surveyor  who  has  given  me  valuable  help  in  compiling  this  Report  and  to 

Mr  A  J  Roberts  your  Clerk  for  furnishing  certain  statistics. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHAS.  H.  F.  BAILEY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  1st  1950. 


•f. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  194B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1949 
FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  NEWPORT  PAGNELL. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Secs. 
(i)l,2,3,4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A’ s. 

19 

37 

4 

** 

Factories  not  included 
(ii)in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  L.A. 

15 

31 

5 

- 

(iii)Other  premises  in  which 
Sec,  7  is  enforced  by  the 
L.A.  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

4 

11 

1 

TOTAL 

3S 

— 

-v3 

M 

O 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars . 

Found 

Remedied. 

J 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

6 

Overcrowding 

—  j 

- 

j 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

- 

insufficient 

2 

- 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

4 

not  separate  for  sexes  - 

Other  offences  against  the  Act. 

(not  including  offences  relating 

mm 

to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

i 

14 

12  | 

1 


OUTWORK.  NIL 


Chas.  H.  F.  Bailey 

31st  January  1950.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


